The FBI, at headquarters and in the* field, was determined to make political use 

of the violence that ruined the planned peaceful demonstration of March 28 in support 

0-- i*he striking sanitation workers* in response to a phone call from Assistant Director 

f i S~7 ~ / D c /1" / tr3 ) 

William C. Sullivan the next day 1,J emphis sent headquarters a teletype that was unnec- 
essary after the "information" had been supplied to Sullivan. What Sullivan was told 
could not be distributed to others* The teletype could be flashed around. 

t/ds Orwellian in its untruthfulness and deliberate slantings that males it false. 
All the so-called information had been provided to headquarters in different form, 
without the angling to give false impressions. 

King is portrayed as "obviously scared." It is alleged that "His only confern was to 
to protect himself" Neither is true. 

The account of how King got to the Rovermont Motel is distorted. While somone in 
the King party asked thaw they be escorted by Lt. M.B. Nichols of the Memphis Police 
Department to the well-known ^eabody Hotel, that was because it was close by, only a 
few blocks away, rt was lieutenant Bichol’s decision to take th°n to the Rovermont - 
and it was a wise decision. 

AithcugkzihxzihxsxtslszjEXE With less explicitness than the original record the 
teletype admits this. First it states that Nichols refused to try to get them to the 
Peabody because "due to the rioting they could not" get there. This is followed by 
"The Negro driver asked a c s B Eda just to get them away from trouble. Et. Nichols then 
escorted them to Rovermont Motel." 

However, this is then distorted in the teletype Sullivan clearly solicited: 

Interesting observation made by Memphis Office in that Dr. King in his role as 
leader oxzthxzmoxBiaEHz at moment.. of disturbance and trouble was primarily interested 
in preservation of himself sc. . .Somewhat inconsistent with statements attributed to him 
during talk that the black man should support his own establishments. Dr. King first 
sought residence at Sheraton Peabody and ended up staying at Rovermont Motel." 

The moment of honsest that follows was soon forgotten in the FBI’s campaign, to 

I t. " * _ 

ruin ^ ing and exacerbate the Memphis situation: "In past he has stayed at the Lorraine 
Hotel, which is a quality Negro motel, rl emphis." 
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In fact Sing always stayed at the Lorraine when he was in Memphis. Other FBI 
records disclose he had been at the Lorraine on eight earlier occasions. 

The FBI's records disclose no time at which King had stayed at any white- motel. 

In tills case the decision was not his and was that of the local police. 

Although Memphis covered itself ty including reference to Ling's having stayed 
at the Lorriane neither that office nor headquarters paid any attention to that in the 
approved effort to defame xi Ing over staying at the Bivermontfe. 

Atlanta helped ±x the FBI's inflamatory efforts along with its April 1 response to 
a Memphis phono call of that day. (157-1092-225) 

"In connection with the racial incidents" in Memphis, F3I-talk for strike, it provided 
what xx emphis asked for, "photographs of the following individuals who are on the Agitator 
Index od the Security Index of the Atlanii Division and who could possibly come to 
x *emphis in connection with the racial incidents there." Eleven men, inlcuding King, 
are then listed® (Memphis promptly indexed all the names to another "Extremist Matters" 
file of "Security-Belated Classification," 157-962.) 

Also on April 1 Mew York pitched in with its "Urgent" teletype. (157-1092-197) This is 
apparently the result of disguised electronic surveillance, a Jhone tap of a bug. 

"(Obliterated)) a source whose information is to be classified secret "Secret" advised 
that Stanley Levison stated that as a result of meeting in Atlanta, Ga. , on March 31, 1968, 
Martin Luther King will return to Memphisnon Tuesday, April 2, 1968 (and that there 
will be a big march on Friday) April 5, 1968) (sic) 

The assassination did not end the FBI's intrusions and surveillances. New York, 
apparently the result ox further electronic surveillances, teletype! the plans ox King's 
fimeds and associates, L e vuson and Harry Belafonte, for attenting the funeral and 
the KtarSh il emphis march of April 8, and for going ahead with the Poor Peoples' 

Campaign. The teletype holds direct quotations such as would be obvained from electronic 
interception. . t also begins with the form for disguised reporting of them, "(obliterated) 
whose information is to be classified 'Secret")/// 




